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THE PREZ SEZ 
By Tristan Leong 

 

 

Season’s Greetings FFD –  

Wishing you all a Merry Fishmas and Happy New Year! I hope that your holidays are filled with 

love, family, and happiness in whatever form that may take this year (including the new rod or 

reel Santa saw on sale).  

As I reflect upon a challenging 2020, I want to acknowledge the importance of the club: namely 

the social bonds and community that we share and that I dearly miss. I admit to missing the 

laughter, seeing my friends, and hearing the tall fish tales. I miss the excited faces of members as 

they relay their fishing accomplishments. It’s safe to say that I miss you all.  

All that said, the New Year holds much promise and FFD has a lot to look forward to in 2021. 

This includes but is not limited to: a new and functional website, numerous potential outings and 

events, interesting speakers and presentations, and a possible “in-person” return / annual dinner. 

Please take this time to take care of yourselves, we will return next month online to conduct 

Board business and our monthly meeting with guest speaker.  Unfortunately, our December 

“home-grown” meeting often involves a lot of in-person activity and we could not find a digital 

means (quickly) to facilitate this sort of event. We will continue to build out our digital 

infrastructure, and to bring it online soon (including fly-tying hosted by myself).  

 

Sincerely,  

 

-Tristan  
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CONSERVATION REPORT 
By Lowell Ashbaugh 

 
Conservation Mailing List Want to keep up on conservation issues in between newsletters? Join the FFD Conservation 

email list at: flyfishersofdavis.org/mailman/listinfo/ffd-conservation_flyfishersofdavis.org 

 

Tires kill salmon? Something in urban streams has 

been killing coho salmon in the Pacific Northwest.  

Even in restored streams, nearly all adult salmon 

returning to these streams would suddenly die after a 

rainstorm.  But until recently scientists were unable 

to identify what was killing them, even though they 

suspected some toxicant was washing off the roads.  

Earlier this month in Science magazine, engineers at 

the University of Washington reported research that 

identified the toxic chemical at 6PPD-quinone, 

which is added to tires to protect them from 

degradation caused by ozone. 

Edward Kolodziej and his team spent more than two 

years isolating the compound from particles of tires 

from several thousand compounds that leached from 

them. In the first two years they narrowed the 

suspects to about 50 compounds, and then used other 

industrial and regulatory sources to identify 6PPD-

quinone. They found it was highly lethal to salmon 

and readily leached from tire particles. They suspect 

it is present everywhere, as tires wear during normal 

vehicle operation. 

It’s unclear what the next step would be to protect 

salmon populations, but the first important step of 

identification has been taken. Tire formulators could 

look for alternative compounds, but that could take a 

long time to find and implement. Another way to 

protect salmon would be to filter stormwater through 

soil before it reaches streams, but that’s an 

expensive process. 

The Paiute cutthroat trout made national headlines 

last year when the Humboldt-Toiyabe National 

Forest, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other partners 

returned this California native fish to its home 

waters in Alpine County for the first time in more 

than 100 years. The Paiute cutthroat trout was one of 

the first species in the nation listed under the federal 

Endangered Species Act in the 1960s. 

Recovery efforts continued this October when 

fisheries biologists relocated 44 Paiute cutthroat 

trout by pack animals from the nearby Corral Valley 

Creek into Silver King Creek, the fish’s historic 

home. Both creeks are in the Carson-Iceberg 

Wilderness on the Humboldt-Toiyabe National 

Forest. The lower part of Silver King Creek is the 

 

Newly released Paiute cutthroat trout swimming in 

Silver King Creek, the fish’s historic home. Photo 

courtesy of Rachel Van Horne/USDA Forest Service 

location of the Old Fogies Backpacking Trip the 

club has made many times. 

“In 2019, the first translocation effort was completed 

when 30 Paiute cutthroat trout were moved from 

Coyote Valley Creek to Silver King Creek,” 

said Rachel Van Horne, Humboldt-Toiyabe National 

Forest fisheries biologist. “It was a momentous 

occasion, but the translocation efforts into the 

mainstem of Silver King Creek will need to continue 

yearly until a self-sustaining population has been 

established.” 

A genetically pure population of Paiute cutthroat 

trout was established in Corral Valley Creek and 

other suitable waters decades ago to ensure survival 

of the species while restoration work took place 

within Silver King Creek to remove introduced 

nonnative trout that displaced and hybridized with 

the native Paiute cutthroat trout. 

Read more of this story and the impact of the Slink 

Fire last September at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The Metropolitan Water District voted this month 

to commit $58 million to planning for the Delta 

Tunnel. The board heard three hours of testimony 

from 80 commenters (60 in opposition), yet still 

agreed to keep the project going. 

“It is critical that we do everything we can to make 

sure this vital water supply remains reliable,” 

Metropolitan board Chairwoman Gloria D. Gray 

http://flyfishersofdavis.org/mailman/listinfo/ffd-conservation_flyfishersofdavis.org
https://www.fws.gov/cno/newsroom/Highlights/2020/PCT-Slink-Fire/
https://www.fws.gov/cno/newsroom/Highlights/2020/PCT-Slink-Fire/Images/Photo-2.jpg
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said. “It not only provides nearly one-third of the 

water used in Southern California, it is also one of 

our most affordable and highest quality supplies. 

This action helps ensure our communities can rely 

on this water for generations to come.”  

The board’s vote ensures the project’s environmental 

review and planning phase will move forward. 

Fifteen other State Water Contractors also have 

voted to fund the planning process.  

The Delta Conveyance Project is part of Governor 

Newsom’s portfolio approach to water management 

and calls for the construction of new conveyance 

facilities in the Delta that would carry water from 

the Sacramento River to State Water Project 

facilities in the south Delta. As proposed, the single-

tunnel project would feature two intakes and a 

capacity of 6,000 cubic feet-per-second, though 

other project alternatives are also being considered 

as part of the planning process. 

The Fall Midwater Trawl Survey (FMWT) has 

sampled annually by the California Department of 

Fish and Wildlife since its inception in 1967, with 

the exceptions of 1974 and 1979, when sampling 

was not conducted. The FMWT was initiated to 

determine the relative abundance and distribution of 

age-0 striped bass (Morone saxatilis) in the estuary, 

but the data has also been used for other upper 

estuary pelagic species, including delta smelt 

(Hypomesus transpacificus), longfin smelt 

(Spirinchus thaleichthys), American shad (Alosa 

sapidissima), splittail (Pogonichthys 

macrolepidotus), and threadfin shad (Dorosoma 

petenense). The FMWT samples 122 stations each 

month from September to December and a subset of 

these data is used to calculate an annual abundance 

index. These 122 stations range from San Pablo Bay 

upstream to Stockton on the San Joaquin River, 

Hood on the Sacramento River, and the Sacramento 

Deep Water Ship Channel. Sampling takes 

approximately 9 days per month to complete.  

This year’s FMWT for September and October has 

collected zero delta smelt, longfin smelt, and 

splittail, indicating that the health of the delta is 

suffering. Found only in the Delta, the Delta smelt is 

an indicator species that shows the health of the 

ecosystem. Decades of water exports to corporate 

agribusiness interests in the San Joaquin Valley and 

to Southern California water agencies have resulted 

in putting the small 2- to 3-inch fish, with a 

cucumber-like smell, on the verge of extinction in 

the wild.  

The populations of Age-0 striped bass, American 

shad, and threadfin shad are also at extremely low 

levels. 

For more of this story see Dan Bacher’s excellent 

article in Daily Kos. Here are a few excerpts from it. 

“The state and federal water contractors and their 

political promoters, including Congressman Devin 

Nunes and lame duck President Donald Trump, have 

blamed the Delta smelt for restrictions on Delta 

pumping for San Joaquin Valley irrigators. 

“However, findings published in the journal San 

Francisco Estuary & Watershed Science in March 2019 

reveal that water exports from the South Delta were 

actually limited by infrastructure and water quality 

concerns far more often than protections for 

endangered species. 

“During the 2010-2018 study period, 89% of Central 

Valley water flowing into San Francisco Bay was 

the result of salinity control and infrastructure 

constraints on water exports compared to less than 

1.5% caused by endangered species act safeguards 

specific to protection of Delta smelt from 

entrainment in the export pumps, according to the 

study. 

“The prospects for the survival of Delta smelt, 

imperiled salmon and other fish species are grim 

unless the state and federal governments allow more 

quality water to flow into the San Francisco Bay-

Delta ecosystem at critical times. 

“And the Delta Tunnel that Governor Gavin 

Newsom is promoting will only make things worse 

for imperiled Delta fish species, as if they weren't 

bad enough already.”

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dailykos.com/stories/2020/12/4/2000036/-Zero-Delta-Smelt-Longfin-Smelt-and-Sacramento-Splittail-found-in-October-CDFW-Midwater-Trawl
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/8mh3r97j
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/8mh3r97j
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CALL FOR PHOTOS AND VIDEO 
By Paul Berliner 

 

Hey there fly-fishers!  It’s been one wacky year — but I do know that some of you have ventured 

out on a fishing trip or two (properly masked up, of course).  We may (or may not) have an annual 

dinner, but we do have a new website in the works, so a call for photos and videos is certainly 

apropos.  

 

If you took photos or video during your 2020 fly-fishing adventures, please collect your best pix 

and clips, put them in a folder, and upload them to the following Google Shared Folder:   

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_iQU5pYjYHHEjT_P4qUk05x0KQnK4YH3?usp=sharing  

Your photos and videos just might end up on our new website! 

 

Important: 

Photos and video must be taken between Jan 1, 2020 and December 31, 2020. 

For photos, high resolution JPG images are preferred. 

For video, any file format works fine, but the higher the resolution, the better.   

Please name the folder with your name and the location where you fished.   

Many thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1_iQU5pYjYHHEjT_P4qUk05x0KQnK4YH3?usp=sharing
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FFD Travels:  Out and About 
 

 

 

  

Jeff Williams and Peter Hawes in Alaska 
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Jeff Stromberg and Tristan Leong on the Lower Sacramento this Fall 
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FROM THE WAY BACK MACHINE:  The Fisherman’s Line - November 

Excerpts from the 70s, 80s & 90s  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For full version of the December 1978 Newsletter (.pdf) 

 
 

December 1978 

Editors: Arlen Feldman & Dick Blanchard 

President: Darryl Davis 

http://flyfishersofdavis.org/TFLarchive/TFL-121978.pdf
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 For full version of the December 1984 Newsletter (.pdf) 

 
 

 

 

Volume 13, Issue 12 December 1984 

Editor: Stan Logan 

President: Jon Knapp 

 

http://flyfishersofdavis.org/TFLarchive/TFL-121984.pdf
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For full version of the December 1990 Newsletter (.pdf) 

 
 

Volume 19, Issue 10 December 1990 

Editor: Rollie Simons 

President: Jim Humphrey 

 

http://flyfishersofdavis.org/TFLarchive/TFL-121990.pdf
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    UTINGS FFD 

2020-2021 
 

 Fish  Dates Fishmeister Contact Comments 

Lower Yuba UCD Property Trout  TBD Dana Hooper 916-343-9732 Limited Spots / Access Fee 

Payne Ranch  Smallies   TBD John Reynolds 530-753-2682 Day trip 

Delta Bass N Fly Tournament Black Bass Boat TBD Dana Hooper 916-343-9732 Boater pair with non boater 

Lake Davis / Frenchman Lake Trout Boat TBD   Camping 

Fuller Lake Trout   TBD Lowell Ashbaugh 530-758-6722 Day trip 

Lewiston Lake Trout   TBD   Camping  

Old Fogeys Trip Trout   TBD Bob Brodberg 530-756-9071 Backpacking 

Frenchman Lake Trout  TBD   Camping 

McCloud River Trout  October 2 - 6 Gene Gnatt 707-590-3446 Camping 

Lower Sac Float Trout Guide October 9 - 12 Dana Hooper 916-343-9732 $212.00 / day  (check only) + tip 

Striper Fest 2019 Stripers  Boat November 2 Dana Hooper 916-343-9732 Boater pair with non boater 

Pyramid Lake Trout  November 8 -10    

Luk Lake Trouth/Bass  December Dana Hooper 916-343-9732 $125/day (check only) + Rentals 

 Fish  Dates Fishmeister Contact Comments 

Trinity River Trip Trout Guide February Dan Kathan 415-713-8952 $212.00 / day (check only) + tip 

Baum Lake Trout  TBD Dana Hooper 916-343-9732  

Lower Sac Float Trout Guide TBD Dana Hooper 916-343-9732 $212.00  / day (check only) + tip 

Pyramid Lake Trout  TBD    

Lake Berryessa Mult  Sp. Boat April    Boater pair with non boater 

Lower Yuba UCD Property Trout  TBD Dana Hooper 916-343-9732 Limited Spots / Access Fee 

Putah Creek Trout  TBD Steve Karr  sk60@putahcreektrout.org 

Hat Creek Trout   TBD Dana Hooper 916-343-9732 Fly 101 Camping 

Sac River Shad Shad  Boat TBD    Boater paired with non boater 

 

Trip 2020 

Trip 2021 
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Officers, Directors and Committees 

President:  Tristan Leong 916-768-9359 

 Vice President  Ken Lazzaroni 

 

530-756-5038 

Treasurer  Ken Lazzaroni 

 

530-756-5038 

Secretary  Mark Sanders 530-753-9623 

DIRECTORS   

2020 Peter Hawes 530-750-1117 

   

2021 Carl Lunsted 707-479-0852 

 Andan Bailey 530-753-9623 

2022 Ryan Mitchell 530-756-5038 

 Mike Rivers 707-685-7878 

  Jeff Williams  

COMMITTEES   

Outings Dana Hooper 530-758-1991 

 Conservation Lowell Ashbaugh  530-758-6722  

Membership Ken Lazzaroni 

 

530-756-5038 

Newsletter  Tom Robinson 530-304-0305 

NCCFFF  Lowell Ashbaugh 530-758-6722  

Programs  Tristan Leong 

 

916-768-9359 

 Hospitality Peter Hawes 530-750-1117 

Raffle Chair  Phil Reedy 530-297-7535 

Fly Tying  Bob Zasoski 530-753-2241  

Picnic Chair    

Youth Programs Adney Bowker 530-758-2674 

Video Library Eric Kapucinski 916-984-6438 

 
Fly Fishers of Davis 
PO Box 525 
Davis, CA 95617-0525 
 

 

How to become a member of the Fly Fishers of Davis 
Dues for adults and families (member’s spouse and children living with named member up to max age 25)  are $30/year. Student rate is 

$15/year. The monthly newsletter is distributed by e-mail only. Please be sure to provide a valid e-mail address so that we can get the 

newsletter to you in Adobe Acrobat format.  

 

Download the Membership Application at:  http://www.flyfishersofdavis.org/FFD_Membership_Application_2020.pdf 

 

Drop this form (and a check) in the mail to Fly Fishers of Davis, P.O. Box 525, Davis, CA 95617. Or you can bring the application to 

the club meetings, which are held at 7:30 p.m. on the last Tuesday of the month.  

 

For more information, contact: Ken Lazzaroni at membership@flyfishersofdavis.org  

 

For insurance reasons, you must be a current club member to attend any of our outings 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Copyright 2010 All Rights Reserved. 

The Fisherman’s Line is published by: 

The Fly Fishers of Davis 

P. O. Box 525 

Davis, California, 95617 

The Fly Fishers of Davis (FFD) is a non-Profit 501.C.4 charitable organization 
dedicated to the education, participation, conservation and enhancement of fly 
fishing. Annual associate and family (member’s spouse and children living with 

named member up to max age 25)   membership is $30 beginning with each 

calendar year. FFD meets monthly except for the months of July & August. Regular 
monthly meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month except for December and 
February. December meetings are held the second Tuesday to accommodate holiday 
schedules. February hosts the Annual Dinner meeting which is scheduled in the latter 
part of the month based upon facility arrangements.  
FFD is an affiliate club of the Federation of Fly Fishers (FFF), an international 
nonprofit organization, and its Northern California Council (NCCFFF) affiliate.  

Meetings and membership are opened to the public. 
The Fly Fishers of Davis provide equal opportunity membership without 
discrimination on sex, race, origin, age or religious orientation.  

E-Newsletter Policy  
Our policy is to deliver the e-newsletter via email OR you may download it from the 
FFD website at: http://www.flyfishersofdavis.org/newsl.shtml 
Be sure if you signed up for the $30 annual membership that you send your email 
address to membership@flyfishersofdavis.org  . This will assure that you 
get an email notification of the newsletter. Each month, except June & August the e-
newsletter will be posted to the above site and emailed about 1 week before the 
meeting. You will need Acrobat Reader 
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html to view the 
PDF format.  

Fishermen’s Line is copyrighted by the Fly Fishers of Davis.  
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