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Fly Fishers of Davis

http://www.FlyFishersofDavis.org Volume 54 Issue 2
T h e Fisherman’s L ine
/

February Meeting: Tuesday February 25, 2025
7:30 pm @ Stonegate Country Club
FFD Members Present: Homegrown

. ghis month, on Tuesday February 25, 2025, three members of the Fly Fishers of
Dauvis, Tristan, Dana and Andan will speak to us about their trip to Louisiana in
November 2024. This trip is all about fishing for Redfish.
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THE PREZ SEZ

Howdy Yall,

The annual dinner is just around the corner. It’s less than two weeks away. Please respond to either one of the
two evites. Alternatively, you can pay for the dinner and raffle tickets at this month’s meeting. We accept cash,
check or credit card. The annual dinner is my favorite night of the year. It invariably includes good conversation
with friends, great food, an awesome Year -in-Review video, and a chance to hear from the people at Casting
for Recovery. And as always, there will be a fantastic raffle filled with prizes and ribbing. What more could
you ask for?

I have noticed, as spring nears with great fishing ever so close, there are two kinds of anglers. The first are those
who go fishing over and over--usually unsuccessfully--way before any good fishing starts, and continue making
forays in hopes that the first day “it” happens will be epic. The second wait and bide their time, continually
watching fishing reports and asking friends “how’s fishing?”” until they hear that “it” is on before going fishing.

I’m not sure where you fall here. I used to be the first type because | had to be. | had only certain days that |
could fish, and I fished whether the fish cooperated or not. | had many great trips with a couple fish or no fish at
all. Now, I’m more like the second. I can fish whenever I like, but I don't have all the time in the world, so |
pick my spots. I do miss the exploration, being the first on the fish is a rush like no other.

However, you decide to approach spring. Get out there and fish. If you want to ask me how it’s going, I’ll deal
you straight so long as it doesn’t end up on the internet.

See you at the dinner!
Andan

Note: We will be pre-selling tickets at the February meeting. Info later in
this newsletter!

Nomination of Officers

**Note: Ken Lazzaroni has volunteered to be nominated to the position of Vice-President.**

If you are interested (or know someone who might be interested) in joining the Board of Directors or becoming
an FFD officer this year, please let us know.
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In Memoriam, Tom Robinson

We are very sad to inform club members that our dear friend and fellow fly fisherman, Tom Robinson, passed

away on December 18, 2024. Tom was 57 years old. Tom is survived by his wife Kim, their daughter, Kayla,
and son Joshua.

Tom’s career spanned his adventures in the Peace Corps through his long career as an IT Professional at UC
Davis. Tom’s many interests included travel, spending time with family and friends and, of course, fly fishing.

He was a devoted husband and dedicated father, volunteering his time to be a soccer coach for his kids for many
years.

Tom’s life was exemplified by generosity, kindness and compassion that many of you have experienced through
his time dedicated to the Fly Fishers of Davis. Like many of you, Tom had a passion for Fly Fishing, but |

believe what gave him great joy were the friendships, connections and camaraderie he enjoyed with many of
you in FFD.

For Tom, it was more about the journey than the destination.
We will surely miss him.

Let’s celebrate his life at this month’s general meeting. Our hearts and condolences go out to his family.
Fly Fishers of Davis
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Fly Casting Program
By Jeff Hogan

The February 2" Fly Casting Clinic was attended by 3 brave souls! Despite the threat of rain and wind, we
were blessed with neither and the clinic was a great success. The next clinic will be on Sunday, March 16 from
9:00 AM-12:00 noon at the same location: Northstar Park (rain or shine). This clinic will focus on:

1. Presentation casts that set up the dry fly for a drag free drift. Examples are the wiggle mend, the curve
cast, and the reach mend.

2. Learning the double haul or improving your double haul (hint: at the very least, clean your fly line you
get a proper return after the haul).

Don’t forget to take advantage of the all day, free, walk-in fly-casting lessons offered at the Fly-Fishing Show
in Pleasanton, Feb. 28 - March 2. Rods are provided but you can bring your own or you may be able to demo a
rod from the show. | will be there along with my fellow casting instructors on Saturday morning, March 1%, 1
hope to see you there!

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me: jbhogan@ucdavis.edu

The Brave!


mailto:jbhogan@ucdavis.edu
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CONSERVATION REPORT

By Lowell Ashbaugh

Conservation Mailing List Want to keep up on conservation issues in between newsletters? Join the FFD
Conservation Google Group list. Click here for instructions on how to join, and search for “FFD-Conservation”.
Or send an email to Ashbaugh.lowell@gmail.com with your request.

Note: If you’d like to try writing a conservation column, please let me know. 1’d like to find someone to start
taking over this role. I’ll help get you started.

The Delta Conveyance Project (the Tunnel) received an Incidental Take Permit last week. This is a milestone
in the Tunnel project, as it allows construction to take (kill) species listed on the California Endangered Species
List during activities allowed for construction.

The Incidental Take Permit was issued to the Department of Water Resources by the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife. Incidental take permits are most commonly issued for construction, utility, transportation,
and other infrastructure-related projects. Permittees must implement species-specific minimization and
avoidance measures and fully mitigate the impacts of the project including:

e Erecting protective fencing around sensitive habitat within construction sites.
e Limited operating periods to avoid species breeding, migration, etc.
e Pre-construction surveys to identify and mark sensitive or suitable habitat features.

e Onsite construction personnel education programs covering species identification, protected status, and
measures to take if one is found.

California Trout announced a major partnership to support Eel River dam removal and fisheries recovery.
California Trout joined Round Valley Indian Tribes (RVIT), the California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW), Humboldt County, Mendocino County Inland Water and Power Commission (MCIWPC), Sonoma
Water, and Trout Unlimited in signing a historic Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to advance a water
diversion agreement associated with Pacific Gas & Electric’s (PG&E) decommissioning of the Potter Valley
Project. The agreement marks a critical step in the recovery of the Eel River and its once abundant salmon
fishery as it commits the parties to support the removal of the last two dams on the Eel River, which will make
it the longest free flowing river in the state.

“This MOU represents years of collaboration and tough negotiations,” said Curtis Knight, CalTrout Executive
Director. “Our hope is that this agreement sets the standard on how to manage aging infrastructure and
modernize water management while prioritizing the health of ecosystems and the communities that rely on
them.”

The announcement follows PG&E’s release of a public draft License Surrender Application on January 31,
2025, outlining the removal of both Scott and Cape Horn dams on the Eel River as part of its license surrender
and decommissioning of the Potter Valley Project. PG&E is removing the dams because they lose money, no
longer generate electricity, and present a seismic safety risk.


https://support.google.com/groups/answer/1067205?hl=en
mailto:Ashbaugh.lowell@gmail.com
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Today, CDFW committed $18 million toward the partnership, directing $9 million to the design and capital
costs of modernizing the old diversion and building the New Eel-Russian Facility (NERF) and a parallel $9
million as initial support for the MOU’s envisioned Eel River Restoration Fund. The funding is in recognition
of Californians coming together to solve a century-old conflict and to support the rural counties, Tribal
government, and conservation goals outlined in the MOU.

In parallel with the MOU and dam removal efforts — and with funding support from CDFW - CalTrout
published the Eel River Restoration and Conservation Plan. Developed by CalTrout, Applied River Sciences,
and Stillwater Sciences, and in partnership with the RVIT and the Wiyot Tribe fisheries programs, the Plan will
create a roadmap of holistic restoration and conservation actions in the Eel River watershed. The Plan will help
ensure that restoration investments in the Eel River are collaborative, efficient, and effective.

Read more from the Press Democrat, SF Chronicle, CDFW, and CalTrout.

Ducks Unlimited reported on the opening of 14,000 new acres of wetlands in Upper Klamath Lake north of
Klamath Falls. The Barnes-Agency wetlands has been rangelands for cattle for several generations, and has now
been returned to wetlands as a result of a coalition of actions taken by Ducks Unlimited, Sustainable Northwest,
and others to return these lands to their natural status as wetlands. These 14,000 acres will serve as additional
water storage and forage lands for ESA listed suckers, a fish that has historically served the Klamath Tribe as a
main food source for thousands of years.

In addition to the benefits to the lake itself and the fisheries within it, additional water storage is now possible
for use during the summer for river flows.

This project was once part of the Klamath Basin Restoration Agreement (KBRA) that Mark Rockwell signed
back in 2010 on behalf of NCCFFI and the fly-fishing community. That agreement was never implemented due
to lack of political support from elected leaders, and terminated in 2015 in Congress. Hence, this is a big win for
the river and fisheries, even though it took an additional 10 years to get completed. The system will benefit for
many years into the future as a result of this important action. The wins from the Klamath Dam Removal
process keep piling up. Persistence is a requirement in Conservation advocacy.

Read the full story at Ducks Unlimited.

The Fremont Weir allows water to spill into the Yolo Bypass from the Sacramento River during high flow
events to prevent flooding in downtown Sacramento. The Yolo Bypass is that large area under the causeway
that you drive over on the way to Sacramento. It’s currently flooded, and while it’s flooded it serves as a
nursery for salmon, allowing them to grow much faster than they would in the river. Unfortunately, as the water
recedes it can trap large fish, including salmon, steelhead, and sturgeon, when they can’t make it past the weir
to return to the river. For many years Department of Fish and Wildlife personnel have had to manually save as
many fish as possible. But a recent upgrade to the weir now allows successful fish passage back into the river.
There’s an excellent 5-minute video that describes the problem and the upgrade on YouTube at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NgUrkAXLZt8. Take a few minutes to watch it. As mentioned earlier,
sometimes conservation efforts take many years of persistence.



https://caltrout.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=28ecbd88a1a8b6ca927b578b8&id=f05d196838&e=fa61f19aaa
https://caltrout.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=28ecbd88a1a8b6ca927b578b8&id=e68c5ec378&e=fa61f19aaa
https://caltrout.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=28ecbd88a1a8b6ca927b578b8&id=42ae8339df&e=fa61f19aaa
https://caltrout.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=28ecbd88a1a8b6ca927b578b8&id=1bfe4ea341&e=fa61f19aaa
https://www.ducks.org/newsroom/work-advances-on-major-wetland-restoration-project-in-klamath-basin
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NqUrkAXLZt8
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CALIFORNIA BOATER CARD

An important reminder to all FFD boaters!

The California Boater Card shows that its holder has successfully taken and passed a NASBLA (National
Association of State Boating Law Administrators) state-approved boater safety education examination. The
California Boater Card program is phased-in by age for operators of motorized boats on state waterways.

As of January 1, 2024, the card is required for operators 60 years of age or younger. However, on January 1,
2025, all persons who operate on California waters will be required to have one. The lifetime card fee is $10.
The lost card replacement fee is $5.

The card is issued by the California State Parks Division of Boating and Waterways (DBW). Once DBW has
received your application, proof of education and payment, and after taking an approved course and
successfully passing the test, you will receive a 90-day temporary boater card by email. You should receive
your official boater card by mail within 30 days from the time the application was approved.

Not only is mandatory education the law, the California Boater Card Program promotes boating safety on our
waterways. U. S. Coast Guard accident data show that states with some form of boating safety education have
fewer accidents and fatalities than states without any boater education requirements.

For more information, or to apply for the card, please visit https://californiaboatercard.com/



https://californiaboatercard.com/
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MEETING SCHEDULE

The meeting schedule has been tentatively set for the next few months. Peter Hawes is the program chair - let
him know if you like the program speakers, or if you have ideas for one, please let us know at the next meeting.

Fly Fishers of Davis 2025 Meeting Schedule
MONTH SPEAKER DATE TOPIC
February | Home Grown | February 25 Louisiana Redfish
March | Annual Dinner | March 8 Major fun, great food, prizes!
March Swap Meet March 25 | Swap meet and scholarship presentation

ITISTIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

IMPORTANT MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DETAILS

Website Members: If you signed up for membership on the new FFD
website, you will get an email in the late December/early January
timeframe with your renewal details. No need to go to the website before
that, so please wait for your renewal information email.

Website Non-members: If you’re an FFD member, but you did not sign up
on the website and you wish to renew your Membership, please stop by the
membership table at our next in-person general meeting, and pay your dues
with check, cash, or credit card for 2024. You can also send a renewal
check to Fly Fishers of Davis, P.O. Box 525, Davis, CA, 95617.

Note: Our preferred method is for website non-members to become website
members, by signing up on the website!

Dues for adults and families are still $30/year, and the student rate is $15/year. Your dues help to fund many
club activities — including our superb array of guest speakers, outings, the annual picnic, fly casting and fly
tying clinics, our amazing FFD 101 classes, Salmon in the Classroom, and best of all, our contributions to
numerous outreach, education and conservation organizations. Thank you for your generosity and support!

BERRYESSA GOLDEN MUSSEL UPDATE

Important Notice Regarding Lake Berryessa - Golden Mussel Tags

The tags that are attached to your boat and boat trailer can occasionally fall off. Always say yes to the option
of having a receipt texted or emailed to you. They do keep a record of having installed the tag but there have
been errors recording CF numbers, etc.

If you do discover your tag is missing, contact them ASAP.
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CASTING FOR RECOVERY NEWS

2025 Retreat Dates
By Nicole Lazarus

Casting for Recovery (Northern California) held its fall Fly Fishing Retreat in mid-October on the Trinity River,
and it was a blast. This group of Breast Cancer Survivors created an especially strong and supportive
community from which friendships were born.

The River Helpers, those that spend the last morning of the retreat fly fishing with a participant they have been
paired with one-on-one, were amazing and made the day. Several Bay Area fly fishing clubs (including Fly
Fishers of Davis) were represented by its members, and we thank the clubs tremendously. The 2025 retreat
dates have been set:

e Spring Retreat is March 30, 2025 at Indian Creek Lodge, Douglas City, CA.
e Fall Retreat is October 19%, 2025 at Circle 7 Ranch, Fall River Mills, CA

Please consider being a River Helper, whether it be your first time or your 20", If you are interested in
volunteering or have any questions, please reach out to Nicole Lazarus, the River helper Coordinator:
nicole.lazarus@gmail.com

Thank You!


mailto:nicole.lazarus@gmail.com
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NCCFFI Board Member Needed
Lowell Ashbaugh

The Northern California Council (NCC) is the local “chapter” of Fly Fishers International (FFI1). I have been on
the board for quite a few years now and | would like to find a replacement. When I first started on the board we
operated with a budget of over $50,000 per year. NCC conducted two major fundraising events each year, the
Festival of Fly Fishing and the Hall of Fame. The Festival of Fly Fishing held lectures, hosted vendors,
celebrated fly tying with a large fly tying event, taught fly casting, and held a dinner with live and silent
auctions. The Hall of Fame honored someone in our sport who contributed a great deal, and included a dinner
and live and silent auctions.

About twenty years ago the board faltered with poor leadership that caused a number of board members to
leave. Under new leadership the board has rebuilt itself in the last few years and has emerged from this low
period with renewed determination and enthusiasm. One indication of this renewal is sponsorship of Yuba Fest.
The Board also held a very successful Hall of Fame dinner earlier this month.

I’m seeking someone who would like to join as either a board member or a club liaison. There are several areas
where you could participate, including fly casting, fly tying, education, and conservation. If you’re interested,
please contact me at any club meeting, by phone (530-277-6722) or email Ashbaugh.lowell@gmail.com.

California Fly Fisher Magazine is Back in Print

Check it out online here — and subscribe!



mailto:Ashbaugh.lowell@gmail.com
https://calflyfisher.com/
http://facebook.com/FlyFishersOfDavis
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FED FLY FISHING 201 CLASSES

Class Dates for 2025

See the schedule below.

Class Times: 7pm — 9pm
Location: UCD Horticulture Room

Please contact Dana Hooper ( trouthookupl@gmail.com )
to sign up, or ... just come to the class.

You must be an FFED member to take these classes.

Instructor: Dana Hooper

Sign Up Now!

Course Schedule — Fly Fishing 201

201: Day One — Wednesday, February 26

e Streamer Fishing for Trout
201: Day Two — Wednesday, March 5

e Float N Fly Flies and Techniques
Here's a map to the class location - in the UCD Viticulture Room.



mailto:trouthookup1@gmail.com
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First Call for Fly Tiers!

By Paul Berliner

This year, Duck Days and Picnic Day are back, and our ace fly-tying team could use extra help at the FFD fly-
tying tables. These are two great outreach events for our club. We meet folks of all ages, tie flies for the kids,
hand out FFD brochures, and chat-up our great club!

UC Davis Picnic Day is Saturday, April 12th, and we’ll be tying wooly buggers galore in the Entomology
Department in Briggs Hall. You’ll get to see the bugs in action and help to tie the bugs!

This year, Duck Days is Saturday, April 26th, at the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area Headquarters, 45211 County
Road 32B in Davis. This year, our booth will be indoors, so that our feathers don’t fly all over the bypass!

To help out with either (or both) events, please contact me at paul@berlinerproductions.com. And for an
enjoyable day, regardless, please stop by our booth at both events, and enjoy.

Thanks in advance for your help!
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You’re Invited

Please join us!
2025 Fly Fishers of Davis Annual Dinner

Saturday March 8, 2025, from 5:30-9:00 PM
West Plainfield Fire Station
(Lillard Hall)
24901 County Road 95, Davis CA 95616

Fly Fishers of Davis is holding its 2025 Annual Dinner on Saturday March 8, 2025.

The dinner will be at our usual location — Lillard Hall on County Road 95. Our caterer will be Hickory Hank
Barbeque. The menu will consist of tri-tip, ribs, chicken, hot links, Caesar salad, potato salad, rolls and desert.

There is a vegetarian option but no vegan option.

Pre-purchase Annual Dinner and Raffle Tickets! $40 adults, $25 children 12 and under,
$1/Raffle Ticket, 1 High Roller Ticket for every 100 raffle tickets purchased.

To avoid the long check-in line, pre-purchase tickets will be available at the January and
February club meetings. Tickets will be available at the door at the same price.

EED T-Shirts!

Fly Fishers of Davis logo T-Shirts are for sale at our club meetings! $25.00
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Lookout Slough: Tidal Habitat Restoration and

Flood Improvement Project

This project was completed by the Department of Water Resources in 2024 to restore tidal habitat, to support

native fishes and other sensitive species, and to improve flood resiliency in the region. For more information
about the project check these two links.....

Lookout Slough Fact Sheet

Delta’s largest-ever tidal wetland restoration project completed, reducing flood risk and supporting wildlife | Governor of California

Lookout Slough sign (gps coordinates added) Legend showing hames of levees, roads, etc.

Three new cuts flooded the new sloughs The new sloughs are bounded by Shag Slough and Duck Slough


https://resources.ca.gov/CNRALegacyFiles/docs/ecorestore/projects/Lookout-Slough-Tidal-Habitat-Restoration-Flood-Improvement.pdf
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2024/09/18/deltas-largest-ever-tidal-wetland-restoration-project-completed-reducing-flood-risk-and-supporting-wildlife/
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Parking area at the turn around on Liberty Island Road New cut along the western edge of Shag Slough

Looking west towards the new sloughs No access allowed in the new sloughs

Site Location Lookout Slough Location
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Hand launch only Looking northeast
Looking north along Shag Slough Looking south along Shag Slough
A view towards Davis Looking south towards a new cut in the west side of Shag Slough

Riprap along the west side of Shag Slough looking south Looking northeast
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UTINGS & EVENTS - FFD 2025

PROPOSED FFD OUTINGS & EVENTS

Trip 2025 Fish Dates Fishmeister Contact Comments

Pyramid Lake Trout TBD Dana Hooper trouthookupl@gmail.com | Lodge/Hotel

Fly Fishing 101/201 Classes Everything Jan/Feb Dana Hooper trouthookupl@gmail.com

Lower Yuba Walk Wade Trout TBD Feb Dana Hooper trouthookupl@gmail.com | Day trip

Baum Lake Trout TBD March Dana Hooper trouthookupl@gmail.com | Baum Lake

Annual Dinner March 8. Lillard Hall

Lake Berryessa Float n' Fly Multiple TBD: April / Boater pair w/non- trouthookupl@gmail.com | Lake Berryessa Float n'

Species May boater Fly
Hat Creek 101 Trout May 2 - 4 Camping trouthookupl@gmail.com | Hat Creek 101
Sacramento River Shad Shad TBD: May Boater pair w/non- trouthookupl@gmail.com | Sacramento River Shad
boater

Bassin' on the Delta Bass TBD: May / Boater pair w/non- trouthookupl@gmail.com | Bassin' on the Delta
June boater

Annual Picnic June 24,

Fuller Lake Trout TBD: June Day Trip trouthookupl@gmail.com | Fuller Lake

Lake Manzanita Trout TBD: June Camping / Boat trouthookupl@gmail.com | Lake Manzanita

Don’t Forget to Check Out the Website Classifieds Section

The website’s Classifieds section is public. However, you must be a member to post. The instructions are listed
on the menu. You can find the page here—> https://flyfishersofdavis.org/resources/classifieds/



https://flyfishersofdavis.org/resources/classifieds/
mailto:trouthookup1@gmail.com
mailto:trouthookup1@gmail.com
mailto:trouthookup1@gmail.com
mailto:trouthookup1@gmail.com
mailto:trouthookup1@gmail.com
mailto:trouthookup1@gmail.com
mailto:trouthookup1@gmail.com
mailto:trouthookup1@gmail.com
mailto:trouthookup1@gmail.com
mailto:trouthookup1@gmail.com
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Officers, Directors and Committees

OFFICERS
President: * Open *
Vice President * Open *
Treasurer Andan Bailey
Secretary Matt Perry

DIRECTORS

Through Dec. 2027

Dan Galloway

Through Dec. 2026

Stuart Meyers

Marc Wilson
Matt Perry
COMMITTEES

Outings Dana Hooper
Conservation Lowell Ashbaugh
Membership Ryan Mitchell
Newsletter Wilson / Meyers
NCCFFI Lowell Ashbaugh
Programs Peter Hawes
Hospitality Peter Hawes
Raffle Chair Ken Lazzaroni
Fly Tying Bob Zasoski
Youth Programs Adney Bowker
Youth FishCamp Andan Bailey
Casting Jeff Hogan
Website Beverlin / Berliner
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The Fly Fishers of Davis
P. 0. Box 525
Davis, California, 95617-0525

Copyright © Fly Fishers of Davis ¢ All Rights Reserved

The Fly Fishers of Davis (FFD) is a non-Profit 501.C.4 charitable
organization dedicated to the education, participation, conservation and
enhancement of fly fishing. FFD meets monthly. Our regular monthly
meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month except for December,
and other exceptions are noted in our newsletter. December meetings
are held the second Tuesday to accommodate holiday schedules.

FFD meetings and membership are open to the public. The Fly Fishers
of Davis provide equal opportunity membership without discrimination
on sex, race, origin, age or religious orientation.

E-Newsletter Policy

Each month, the e-newsletter will be posted to our website and emailed
about one week before the meeting.

You may need to download Acrobat reader at:
https://get.adobe.com/reader/ to view our PDF newsletter.

Members are urged to maintain their current email address and other
important personal data by logging in, and visiting:
https://flyfishersofdavis.org/account/. This ensures accurate
communication and notification of our monthly newsletter, which is
also downloadable at: https://flyfishersofdavis.org/media/newsletters/.

How to become a member of the Fly Fishers of Davis

FFD collects annual dues for adults ($30), students ($15) and families ($30). Family membership may include
a spouse and children living with named member up to maximum age of 25. All family members will share one
membership and username. Please be sure to provide a valid email address. For insurance reasons, you must be
a current club member or registered family member to attend any of our fishing outings.

e Membership Benefits: For more information about the many benefits of FFD membership, please go to
https://flyfishersofdavis.org/about/membership-benefits/

e New Members ONLY: To join FFD, please go to https:/flyfishersofdavis.org/memberships/

e Existing Members, Login and Dues Assistance: email webmaster@flyfishersofdavis.org

For Additional Information: or questions email membership@flyfishersofdavis.org



https://flyfishersofdavis.org/about/membership-benefits/
https://flyfishersofdavis.org/memberships/
mailto:webmaster@flyfishersofdavis.org
mailto:membership@flyfishersofdavis.org
https://flyfishersofdavis.org/account/
https://flyfishersofdavis.org/media/newsletters/
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